
Vale-
dictorian 
Zachary 
Irovando has 
always pushed 
himself  to be 
successful in 
school; in-
deed, now, as 
high school 

Irovando is 2018 
DHS valedictorian

Valdes named DHS 
2018 salutatorian

studies. Coming to the United 
States from Cuba at the age of  
five, it was difficult for her to 
get involved in activities, such as 
sports, because of  the language 
barrier. She decided to focus on 
her schoolwork because of  this.

Valdes’ parents only spoke 
Spanish, but her homework from 
school was all in English. This 
presented a challenge that Valdes 
overcame through hard work and 
dedication to her studies.

continued on page 2

Zach Reifschneider
Business Manager

Irovando’s final GPA is 
currently a 10.3, setting the re-
cord for the highest grade point 
average in the history of  the Hill-
sborough County Public School 
system.  

Despite this legendary 
GPA, Irovando says that he rarely 
had management issues with the 
workload.

“The most important thing 
for me was to be aware of  what I 
knew I was capable of,” Irovando 
said.

continued on page 2

Du-
rant High 
School’s 
class of  2018 
salutatorian 
is Alianet 
Valdes, grad-
uating with a 
7.38 GPA.

Start-

Spencer Phillips 
Staff Writer
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Seniors create “Durant: The Musical”
Celeste Mott

Editor-in-Chief
 Every year Durant High 
School’s drama program puts on 
a variety of  plays throughout 
the year. This year’s spring play, 
created and directed by students, 
focused on Durant High School 
life, showing the unique side of  
our school.
 The play took the audience 
on a journey across the Durant 
High School campus, allowing the 
audience to experience the differ-
ent aspects of  Durant life. The 
premise was that several eighth 
grade students met up with a high 
school tour guide to visit Durant 
and explore the different groups 
and classes in high school, ulti-
mately learning to celebrate their 
own identities and not be afraid to 
“fit in” with any of  the groups on 
campus regardless of  stereotype.
 A lot of  work went into 
both acting in the play and also 
into coming up with an idea for 
the play. Seniors Taylor Olney, 
Addie Joy Mitchell and Kenz Jones 
worked together to create a play 
that represented the Durant High 

School experience from a student 
perspective.
 “We had many different 
ideas before we ended up with the 
final decision for the play’s script, 
but we felt that having the play 
about Durant would draw more 
students into the audience and 
make the whole experience really 
unique,” Olney said.
 Once the idea was in place, 
the casting and practicing began. 
The students in drama had to 

create all of  the important details 
to set the stage right. In addition 
to building the setting of  the 
play, drama students had to put 
in numerous hours of  practice to 
learn their lines and block the set 
effects. Many teachers also starred 
in the play, including: Liz Lennon, 
Deirdre Justice, Jennifer Danowitz, 
Noelle Bertossi, Jeremy Lynch, 
and Clay Varnum.
 The play brought all of  
Durant together and allowed the 

seniors to leave a lasting impact 
on the Durant community, sharing 
their appreciation for their time 
together in high school and in the 
school’s theater program.
 “We knew the play was 
going to be successful because it 
was about Durant and high school 
life and anyone that would see it 
would understand. Most people 
have been in the same position as 
the eighth graders were at one 
point in their lives,” Olney said. 

comes to a close, Irovando has 
solidified his high school career 
and legacy.

ing from an early age, Valdes 
devoted most of  her time to her 
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Valedictorian cont.

Seniors share their 
favorite memories

Salutatorian cont.

GIRLS SOCCER
Best wishes to our super seniors!

Megan, Lexi, Kiara, Haley, Ruby, Jordan, Taylor, Priscella
May all your dreams come true!

Sincerely,
Coach Peet

Preston Jones
Staff Writer

...continued from page 1

Valdes frequently stayed 
after school to get extra help 
from her teachers.

Valdes also credited her 
extracurricular involvement 
as a motivator for her success. 
Throughout high school, Valdes 
has been involved in Sophomore 
Council, Student Government As-
sociation, the Durant tennis team, 
the National Honor Society, the 
Spanish National Honor Society 
and Pride yearbook. 

Valdes’ advice for incom-
ing freshmen would be to buckle 
down and really stay focused 

...continued from page 1

 Irovando continued, “I also 
needed to recognize the time I 
needed to accomplish everything. 
I had to balance my time and 
energies in order to finish what I 
needed to do and be successful at 
it all.”
 Irovando cited that much 
of  what motivated him in high 
school was his future.

Irovando intends to study 
at the University of  South Flori-
da, and then go elsewhere for law 

school to become a federal judge. 
Irovando say he is also consid-
ering University of  Florida for 
law school after he completes his 
undergraduate education.

Irovando cites teachers as 
his biggest motivators to succeed, 
and he additionally thanks his 
parents for their endless support. 
He thanks his AP Human Geog-
raphy teacher Mrs. Nickerson, AP 
Language teacher Mrs. Martin, 
and AP Literature teacher Mrs. 
Estes-Swilley.

throughout freshman year. Valdes 
cites her freshman year successes 
as a defining pathway to ensure 
she met continued success the 
rest of  her years at Durant. She 
thanks her teachers for helping 
her stay focused to learn chal-
lenging material and take on a 
heavy course load.

Valdes plans on attending 
the University of  Florida in the 
fall, to major in journalism. She 
would like to explore the broad-
cast journalism program at Uni-
versity of  Florida and intern at a 
magazine, preferably focusing her 
writing on lifestyle or fashion.

Jenna Farnum: 
“I remember during a foot-

ball game last year there wasn’t 
any music playing until the entire 
student section started singing 
“I’m a Believer.” Everybody was 
waving their phone flashlights. 
It was really cool because every-
body knew that they were on the 
same page with each other. It was 
a very memorable experience 
because we were all laughing and 
having fun together.”

Johanna Zambrano:
“During the first pep rally 

of  my senior year, me and all my 
friends decided to dress up, wear 

crowns and have an exciting time 
together. We took photos togeth-
er and went to the pep rally. To 
me, friendship is a very important 
thing, so being with all my friends 
made that pep rally a special mo-
ment.”

Ashlyne Moody:
“Some of  my favorite 

memories have been during spirit 
weeks that I have participated in. 
I have always loved seeing every-
body dress up in silly clothes to 
show their school spirit. Out of  
every spirit week, my favorite was 
during my senior year when my 
friend wore an all-gold suit with a 
short blue wig. Spirit weeks were 
a lot of  fun!”

Congratulations Zach!  We are 
so proud of you and all of your 

accomplishments,
 

Love,
Dad, Mom and Nick
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DHS Top 3: Nyiri
 
Durant High 
School senior 
Alexia  Nyiri 
has managed 
to ambitious-
ly balance her 
full plate of  
academic and 
extracurricu-

weighted GPA. Nyiri received a 
1340 on her SAT and a 29 on her 
ACT, and she will be graduating 
third in her class.
 Nyiri recently took AP 
chemistry, AP calculus, AP eco-
nomics, student government, and 
a religion class at Hillsborough 
Community College.
 Despite her full schedule, 
Nyiri still made sure to have din-
ner with her family every evening. 
 She tries hard to manage 
her time in order to spend time 
with friends and family, she says.
 Nyiri plans to attend the 
University of  Florida to major 
in either international affairs or 
pharmaceutical sales.
 Nyiri reflected on repre-
senting the Durant senior class as 
Student Government Association 
President: “I liked representing 
the student body, bringing my 
ideas and my voice to the table.”

Sofi a Iriarte
Staff  Writer

Opinion: Should 
there be limitations 
on senior days?
 Every year, seniors are 
allowed to exempt their end of  
the year exams as long as they do 
not miss more than five days of  
school during the second semes-
ter. However, some seniors may 
have family issues or their own 
medical issues and having this 
restriction makes their school year 
more challenging.
 Limiting the number of  
days that seniors can miss in the 
second semester is unfair. Many 
seniors during the 2017-2018 
school year were impacted by the 
flu virus and had to miss numer-
ous days of  school, but the school 
still counted those days against 
them. Because of  the limited num-
ber of  days that seniors can miss, 
students forced themselves to 
come to school sick just to be able 
to still exempt their exams. Since 

students were coming into school 
sick they were getting other stu-
dents and teachers sick.
 If  the school extended the 
number of  days one can miss or 
got rid of  the whole rule all to-
gether, many students could have 
avoided getting the flu and others 
wouldn’t have had to go through 
the school day in discomfort.
 Many seniors feel like 
putting a restriction on the num-
ber of  days they can miss was 
unnecessary and unfair due to the 
sickness that has been spreading 
around this school year. They also 
believe it is out of  their control 
whether or not they, or a family 
member, have an important emer-
gency.
 Seniors should not have 
to pay for emergencies by taking 
a multitude of  exams. Seniors 
should be allowed to miss their 
exams to prepare for college life 
and high school graduation.  

Celeste Mott
Editor-in-Chief

Congratulations to Durant High School’s 
1st Class of

AP Capstone Graduates and 
Candidates!

 Alex Brocato   Alexis Lawlor
 Chris Carlson   Hahley Love
 Haley Chancey   Eduardo Lucas
 Micheal Croxall   Maria Murillo
 Jenna Farnum   Carlton Potter
 Emilt Garrigues   Will Solars
 Zach Irovando   Duyen Tran
 Haley Jarrett   Ali Valdes
 Garret Kost     Yasmine Williams

We are so proud of you!
Mrs. Kimble (AP Capstone Seminar) &
Mrs. Martin (AP Capstone Research)

lar activities.
 Nyiri is President of  
Durant’s Student Government 
Association, Captain of  the Varsi-
ty girls’ soccer team, member of  
the Tampa Dynamos soccer club, 
member of  the National Honor 
Society, Public Relations Chair of  
the School Advisory Council, and 
member of  the bowling club.
 Nyiri also has an impres-
sive academic resume, holding a 
4.0 unweighted GPA and a 7.36 
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that led me in a fantastic direction, 
especially our Editor-in-Chief  at 
the time, Ashley Marshall. Ashley 
taught me so much about lead-
ership, journalism and my own 
capabilities. Thank you.
 After Mr. Shaffer moved 
to a new position in Hillsborough 
County last fall, I was worried 
about PawPrint’s future and again 
worried about my place at Durant. 
But, everything worked out well 
and PawPrint adapted to the shift 
and became an even stronger part 
of  my DHS experience as we met 
our new PawPrint advisor and I 
took on the role of  Business Man-
ager.
 Thank you to our new ad-
visor, Ms. Danowitz. I would nev-
er be where I am today without 
you, and I am extremely grateful 
to you for your support.
 I think it would be an 
understatement to say this was 
the best year in recent memory for 
both PawPrint and for myself.  I 
and everyone involved has grown 
in so many ways, and writing a 
great deal on film has helped me 
to follow my own dreams to be-

 I entered Durant know-
ing a total of  four people my age, 
after attending private school for 
the previous 11 years of  my life. I 
was incredibly apprehensive about 
a new school experience, and my 
decision to leave private school, 
when I first came to Durant. I 
spent most of  the summer leading 
up to my freshman year anxious 
about the decision; I was con-
cerned how I would “fit in” at a 
new school.
 My mind changed and my 
anxieties were lifted when I en-
tered my 5th period Journalism 1 
class with Mr. Shaffer, one of  the 
most important people in my high 
school career. I loved journalism. 
As someone who had always been 
passionate about writing, I felt 
drawn to the class and to the Paw-
Print newspaper. 
 My sophomore year at Du-
rant, I worked hard to move into 
a position of  leadership on staff. 
Finally, at the end of  my sopho-
more year, I was offered the role 
of  Sports Editor.
 I felt like I had a purpose 
on staff  and at Durant, thanks to 
the members I was surrounded by 

come a writer and director in the 
production of  television and film.  
 Writing this reflection 
letter has made me realize just 
how lucky I am to have gone to 
Durant High School. I found my 
place at Durant afterall, and I am 
thankful for that.
 Thank you to Durant for 
always supporting PawPrint and 
for giving me and thousands of  
others the tools we so desperately 
need to succeed.   
 There are no words I can 
use to fully explain how thankful 
I am for the teachers that have in-
spired me along the way, includ-
ing Mrs. Mary Martin, Mr. Craig 

Shimkus, Mrs. Laura Estes-Swil-
ley, and Mr. Brandon Waraksa.  
You all have strengthened my 
desire to learn and achieve more 
in life, and I hope I can make all 
of  you proud.
 Thank you to my fami-
ly and to all my friends for your 
continual support over the course 
of  these past four years.  I would 
be nowhere close to where I am 
today without your constant en-
couragement and advice.  
 Seniors, I wish you all the 
best in your future endeavors and 
I encourage everyone to be the 
best they can be. Thank you.

 Although I have only been 
in the PawPrint for a short time, 
it has been a great experience. I 
have met so many unique people 
as a staff  writer, and the paper has 
allowed me to explore topics that 
engaged me personally. It also 
gave me the chance to have my ad-
visor as a teacher for an additional 
period of  the day, both in English 
class and in PawPrint.
 PawPrint is most certainly 
a family and it is a positive work 
experience that I will never forget. 

Sitting at the “round table” work-
ing on stories and talking about 
what is going on in the world 
was an incredible opportunity. 
The freedom we have in choosing 
what to write about is not seen in 
the majority of  our other classes. 
I deeply appreciated this indepen-
dence because it let me find an 
avenue of  topics to focus on, and 
that let me grow as a writer.
 I’ll miss the PawPrint and 
have enjoyed my time on staff.

PawPrint seniors say goodbye to DHS

Melody Hoffmann

Spencer Phillips 

Zachary Reifschneider

 If  you told me when I 
first walked into Durant High 
School that I would be writing for 
the PawPrint newspaper I would 
probably have let out an awkward 
laugh, and just said, “Nah, I can’t 
write to save my life!”
 However, my English 
teachers, Ms. Danowitz and Mrs. 
Lennon, encouraged me to join 
the PawPrint. The teachers at 
Durant are phenomenal—they 
always drove me to be better, and 
always believed in me. The school 
I attended in the past had excel-
lent teachers, but I still felt that 
they saw me as a lost cause and 
focused on kids who got A’s on 
their essays.
 One of  the things that 
brought me from getting a 6 to 
getting a 9 or 10 on the FSA 
essays is that I had someone to be-
lieve in me. I started to pay more 
attention in English classes here 
at Durant because people didn’t 
just see me as a lost cause.   

 Ultimately, this support 
from my teachers made me be-
lieve that I was capable of  being 
a strong writer—a writer strong 
enough to join the school newspa-
per.
 I want to thank all the 
teachers who believed in me, 
especially Ms. Danowitz and Mrs. 
Lennon because you changed my 
life in such a positive way.
 To all my teachers: I know 
it seems like sometimes I am lost 
in my thoughts, but I want you to 
know that all of  you have made 
me a better writer, artist, student 
and better person overall.
 To all my friends: I wish to 
thank all of  you for always listen-
ing to me and dealing with my 
craziness.
 To my family: thank you 
for everything because you all 
made me the person I am today. 
My last words as a PawPrint staff  
writer: I don’t own llamas, they 
are alpacas!

Durant PawPrint seniors Melody Hoffmann, Anna Smearman, Spencer 
Phillips, and Zachary Reifschneider
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DHS seniors over-
came a turbulent 
year with tenacity

Celeste Mott
Editor-in-Chief

Rivera-Rivera, had a friend who 
was transferred from San Juan, 
Puerto Rico to Durant High 
School after the storm.
 “The storm caused so 
much damage to his home and 
he nearly lost a family member 
during the storm; it was really 
hard on him and he was very frus-
trated to have to restart his senior 
year in a new place,” Rivera-Rive-
ra said.
 However, Rivera-Rivera 
was quick to mention the warmth 
her friend felt after restarting his 

 The school year start-
ed with a series of  devastating 
hurricanes that wreaked havoc for 
many in the southeastern United 
States. Hurricanes Irma and Har-
vey damaged large sections of  
Florida and Texas, and Hurricane 
Irma destroyed most of  Puer-
to Rico. Many Durant students 
faced the consequences of  these 
storms first-hand.
 Durant senior, Carlyanne 

senior year at Durant. “He made a 
new family here,” she said.
 Another tragedy that oc-
curred this year was the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
shooting in Parkland, Florida 
on Feb. 14, 2018. The shooter, a 
former student at the high school 
who was expelled for “disciplinary 
reasons,” killed 17 students, staff  
and faculty at the school. In the 
months that followed the incident, 
numerous Durant seniors orga-
nized or attended protests around 
the nation to fight for stricter gun 
laws. Some students marched in 
downtown Tampa, while others 
went all the way to Washington 
D.C. to protest. The topic became 
a constant dialogue in classrooms 
at DHS and across the country, 
and will surely continue to make 
waves throughout the summer 
and into the next school year.
 As the year came to a 
close, senior class member, Gro-
ver Wills, was tragically shot 
and killed. The death of  Wills, a 
well-liked sports star on campus, 
devastated the senior class. How-
ever, the class also came together 
through this tragedy and united 
with strength and compassion. A 
vigil was held at Durant, where 
many seniors spoke of  their love 
for Wills and for their other team-
mates and classmates.
 Although the year was 
turbulent, the way the senior class 
overcame these tragedies demon-
strated just how determined and 
unified the class of  2018 is as 
graduation approaches.
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Hurricane Irma wreaked havoc in Puerto Rico, destroying most of the island’s homes and devastating the 
island’s infrastructure. Many Puerto Rican seniors relocated to the Plant City, Fla. area to � nish their senior year.

On behalf  of  the Lady Cougar Basketball Team, we would like 
to congratulate the senior class of  2018 on their graduation.  
They were beneficial for our team, both on and off  the court.  
We would like to give gratitude to our senior captains as well.  

We know you all will thrive after high school in college and 
your future after college. Thank you for guiding and helping 

our team throughout this season. Your leadership and commit-
ment will be remembered and cherished. Good luck, we cannot 

wait to see what the future holds for you!

Love, 
The Lady Cougars Basketball Team 



Durant High School senior 
Shaunticlair Ruiz’s impressive 
academic resume has paid off: he 
will be heading to Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology (MIT) 
this fall.

In middle school, Ruiz says 
he battled constant bullying, and 
his grades suffered because of  
this. He got grades of  B’s, C’s and 
D’s . However, things changed for 
him when he came to Durant, and 
he has since been surrounded by 
a strong community of  peers and 
teachers whether in the classroom 
or in band.

Ruiz said many of  his 
teachers have helped him develop 
his curiosity to learn by engag-
ing him in curriculum tied to his 
passion for music. Ruiz also said 
he was motivated by a love for 
learning after taking Advanced 
Placement Biology his freshman 
year at Durant.

To date, Ruiz has complet-
ed almost 120 credit hours and is 
currently enrolled at University 
of  South Florida as an early ad-
missions student. 

Ruiz has recently been 
admitted to MIT and plans to 
attend there in the fall. He will be 
one of  two Durant students ever 
to attend MIT. 

Ruiz says he loved Du-
rant and would not have attended 
anywhere else if  given the chance 
to start over; indeed, he has an 
almost unmatchable enthusiasm 
for school spirit. Ruiz even took 
time off  his busy schedule at USF 
to attend a pep rally this year. 

 Ruiz is excited to continue 
learning at MIT, enthusiastically 
representing Durant at the presti-
gious school.

 Being a high school stu-
dent is an active occupation in 
its own way, but being a student 
and running your own business 
is a true commitment—just ask 
17-year-old Durant High School 
senior, Ladyann Perez.
 For the last two years she 
has ran and managed her very 
own empanada business. She puts 
her culinary talents to good use 
and brings freshly prepared em-
panadas to school for students and 
teachers to purchase and enjoy.
 Her idea to cultivate a 
business didn’t blossom until the 
end of  her sophomore year, when 
she encountered a future rival who 
boasted about bringing the best 

empanadas to school. Although 
Perez only brought in empanadas 
at that point for her Spanish class, 
she received a lot of  praise. 
 Over the course of  the 
year, her empanadas grew in de-
mand and she essentially knocked 
her rival out of  the empanada 
market. It was at that point that 
Perez told herself  she would 
expand her business and provide 
fresh homemade empanadas for 
everyone.
 Perez claims to have 
always thought about food in a 
unique way. She can remember 
back to elementary school, when 
she creatively connected school 
projects to the fruits and vegeta-
bles. Over time, Perez developed 
a talent for culinary arts, as she 
meticulously practiced the recipes 

Perez turns passion into future career

Durant’s prom king & queen

Spencer Phillips
Staff  Writer

Ron Frost winner
 Nyiri is a member of  
National Honor Society, National 
English Honors Society, and the 
Bowling Club. She is the Pres-
ident of  Student Government 
and holds the office of  Public 
Relations Chair for Students All 
Connected.
 Throughout her high 
school career at Durant, past lead-
ers have inspired her to become a 
strong leader herself. Nyiri says 
she enjoyed representing not only 
her peers at Durant, but she also 
liked to bring her voice and her 
ideas to the table in a way that 
represented her uniqueness.

Mel Hoff mann
Staff  Writer

 Each year one Durant 
senior is awarded a scholarship in 
honor of  Durant’s late founding 
principal, Ron Frost. The Schol-
arship is awarded to a student 
who is a hard worker, a person of  
strong character, is ambitiously 
involved with the school, and is an 
outstanding student.
 This year’s winner of  the 
scholarship is Alexia Nyiri.
 Nyiri is currently taking a 
full AP course load, and is also a 
dual enrollment student at Hills-
borough Community College.  

Sofi a Iriarte
Staff  Writer

Ruiz to attend MIT

she saw on TV cooking channels.
 Throughout her four years 
of  high school, Perez has found 
her place in the culinary depart-
ment, building a reputable status 
in the class. She recently was a 
guest judge in the school’s annual 
“Chopped” competition where stu-
dents go head-to-head in efforts 
to make the best dishes.
 Now in her senior year 
Perez has established a support 
system of  trusted friends who 
help her get her business across 
multiple classes throughout the 
day, collecting and managing the 
end results at the end of  the day.  
 Her business has been 
profitable but also served a unique 
purpose at the school—students 
and teachers alike get to expand 

their food experiences, some try-
ing empanadas for the first time 
when purchasing one from Perez.
 Perez plans to attend 
Johnson and Wales University of  
Miami, a school known for its re-
nowned culinary department. She 
hopes to major in culinary arts or 
business management. She also 
hopes to one day become a per-
sonal chef  and work for company 
executives or possibly even run 
her own bakery.
 Perez says she will consid-
er continuing to run an empanada 
business in college.

 Paige Conlyn, the 2018 
Durant High School Prom Queen, 
boasts an impressive extracurricu-
lar resume.
 Conlyn is Captain of  
D-Crew Dance Team, a dedicat-
ed member of  the cheer squad, a 
member of  show choir, and is on 
student council. Conlyn also won 
first place this year in Durant’s 
annual bodybuilding competition, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cougar.

 Conlyn said it was a huge 
honor for her to win both Prom 
Queen and Mrs. Cougar this year.
 “Just to be nominated for 
Prom Queen is an immense hon-
or,” Conlyn said. “It felt so nice 
to have everyone’s support prom 
night.”
 Conlyn plans on attending 
the University of  Alabama, where 
she will be on the school dance 
team and major in athletic train-
ing.
 Alex Cordero took the 

title of  2018 Durant High School 
Prom King.
 Cordero has also built him-
self  a reputable resume at Durant, 
where he played all four years for 
the Durant Lacrosse team and is 
also a member of  student council.
 Cordero has been playing 
lacrosse for eight years, a pathway 
to achieve his goal of  playing the 
sport professionally. He signed 
with Wingate University in North 
Carolina.
 

Sofi a Iriarte
Staff  Writer



Lacrosse 
players 
sign big

Scholastic Arts & Writing 
award winners take top prize

 Durant seniors Catherine 
Bloedow and Taylor Doiron have 
both signed to college programs 
to play lacrosse. Bloedow officially 
committed to Shorter University 
in Georgia, and Doiron officially 
committed to North Greenville 
University in South Carolina. Both 
girls received scholarships for 
their playing abilities.

Bloedow has been playing 
lacrosse since 7th grade and plays 
midfield for Durant’s varsity la-
crosse team. She looks forward to 
playing on a higher division team 
and plans to train harder with her 
new college teammates.

Bloedow thanks her par-
ents for introducing her to the 
sport and coming to all her games. 
She would also like to thank her 
Durant teammates and coaches for 
pushing her to be her best. One of  
Bloedow’s favorite lacrosse mem-
ories is defeating Bloomingdale 
with the score 23 to 9, scoring six 
of  those goals, after recovering 
from an ACL injury. 

Doiron has been playing 
lacrosse since her sophomore 
year, and she played defense for 
Durant’s varsity lacrosse team. 
Doiron looks forward to playing at 
a collegiate level and being part of  
the lacrosse team for another four 
years.

Doiron would like to thank 
her family, friends, and coaches 
because she says she wouldn’t 
be where she is without them. 
Doiron’s favorite lacrosse memory 
is beating Newsome her sopho-
more year. 

Bloedow will be majoring 
in sports management at Shorter 
University, and Doiron will be 
studying health sciences at North 
Greenville University. 

 Durant junior, Taylor 
Leh, is graduating early this year 
and has been aiming for this goal 
since her sophomore year. She had 
to do research and plan out what 
classes she needed to complete to 
receive all of  her credits.
 “When I decided I was go-
ing to graduate early I did some 
research. I looked up colleges and 
I tried to create different options 
and pathways for myself,” Leh 
said.
 Leh was very involved 
during her three years at Durant; 
she was a member of  junior coun-
cil, the National Honors Society, 
the National English Honors 
Society, the National Art Honors 
Society, the Gay Straight Alliance, 
and the Chick-Fil-A Leadership 
program. 

Cooks to 
FAMU

Graduating early
 “I have always been am-
bitious and I have always been 
excited to go to college, follow-
ing the example of  my mother,” 
Leh said. “I am looking forward 
to beginning my college educa-
tion as soon as possible.”
 Leh received a scholar-
ship to cover her entire associ-
ate’s degree for up to three years 
at Hillsborough Community 
College through the HCC Hon-
ors Institute. The scholarship 
covers all tuition costs as well 
as up to $400 per semester for 
books and school supplies.
 “I encourage students 
to apply to community college. 
Community college is a great 
opportunity for an affordable and 
excellent education, especially 
when going through the Honors 
Institute,” Leh said.

Mel Hoff mann
Staff  Writer

 From tackling football 
players, to tackling his education, 
Justin Cooks has caught the eye 
of  Florida A & M University. 
They have given Cooks a full ride 
scholarship to pursue his football 
and educational career at their col-
lege.
 This is Cooks’ first year 
playing football, yet he was able to 
pick up the skills he needed quick-
ly.
 “The coaches here real-
ly helped me a lot. They taught 
me so much and helped me grow 
quickly as a player,” Cooks said.
 When Florida A&M 
University called Cooks, he was 
unsure if  it was real.
 “FAMU is in the state and 
it’s a nice school. I’ve been there 
before because my cousin graduat-
ed from there, so I was open to the 
option,” Cooks said.
 If  Cooks doesn’t make it 
into league, he wants to be able 
to work in a career related to his 
intended major of  television com-
munications.
 Cooks would like to thank 
his fellow Durant football team-
mates and coaches for pushing 
him to his limits to be able to get 
a scholarship playing the sport he 
loves.

Anna Smearman
Photo Editor

Celeste Mott
Editor-in-Chief

Zach Reifschneider
Business Manager

 This year, the best of  
Hillsborough County’s artists 
and writers were recognized for 
their work and overall talent at 
the Scholastic Art and Writing 
awards.
 Numerous Durant students 
won honorable mentions, and 
several Durant seniors achieved 
state or even national awards in a 
variety of  categories.
 Senior Nathan Roscoe won 
an honorable mention in the con-

test for his piece on American 
politics in society and how they 
are viewed.
 “I was inspired by my 
English teacher to write this 
piece since I’ve always had 
passion for politics and my 
teacher recommended I submit 
it,” Roscoe said.
 Roscoe says that for fu-
ture applicants to write awards, 
it is best to write about things 
you care about. 
 “I would highly recom-
mend writing about something 
you are passionate for,” Roscoe 
said.
 There were 18 total 
student winners from Durant. 
Seniors who won, and their 
respective awards, are listed 
below.

Ohav Harris, grade 12, Gold 
Key for Poetry

Karen Romero, grade 12, Gold 
Key for Poetry

Nicolette Clay, grade 12, Silver 
Key for Poetry and Honorable 

Mention for Poetry

Benjamin Doan, grade 12, Sil-
ver Key for Poetry

Sarah Herman, grade 12, Sil-
ver Key for Poetry and Honor-

able Mention for Poetry

Jade White, grade 12, Silver 
Key for Critical Essay

Lauren Allen, grade 12, Hon-
orable Mention for Personal 

Essay/Memoir

Nathan Roscoe, grade 12, 
Honorable Mention for Critical 

Essay

Autumn White, grade 12, 
Honorable Mention for Poetry

Katelyn Zalduendo, grade 12, 
Honorable Mention for Poetry
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Mel Hoff mann
Staff  Writer

Out of  a 
class of  
500 seniors, 
Garrett Kost 
is ranked 
fourth. His 
weighted 
GPA is 7.28 
and his un-
weighted is 

President of  Communica-
tions for National Honor Society. 
He is also a member of  National 
English Honor Society, Mu Alpha 
Theta and the Science Competi-
tion team. Kost was the midfielder 
for Durant’s Varsity lacrosse team 
for two years and has played for 
Durant High School for three 
years overall. One of  Kost’s 
favorite memories at Durant was 
the first game of  his senior year 
season.

Kost is inspired by his 
eagerness to learn, and his desire 
to be successful in life. He will 
miss the teachers at Durant and is 
thankful for them and his parents 
for motivating him throughout his 
high school career.

When asked to give advice 
to underclassmen, Kost added a 
great sense of  humor to his long 
list of  accomplishments: “For the 
underclassmen, don’t run to class, 
you will be late no matter if  you 
get there three seconds late or if  
you are three minutes late,” he 
said.

3.98. He scored a 33 on the ACT 
and 1450 on the SAT. He applied 
to both the U.S Naval Academy 
and University of  Florida. He has 
been accepted to the University 
of  Florida and received a nomina-
tion from U.S. Congressman Vern 
Buchanan for the Naval Academy. 
Kost is receiving the Florida Ac-
ademic Scholars Scholarship, and 
he plans on majoring in mechani-
cal and aerospace engineering.

Kost also has an incredibly 
impressive extracurricular re-
sume. Kost is the President of  the 
Debate Club and the Vice

DHS unites after
Wills’ tragic death

Congratulations D-Crew Seniors!
Paige Conlyn, Jocelyn Cruz, Daniella Duero,

Takia Hutchinson, & Zoe Labarbera

Brenda Cordova, President
Katy Arellano, Vice-President
Esmeralda Sierra, Secretary
Giovani Martinez, Treasurer

Larissa Espinoza, Serv. Coord.
Hector Morales, Historian

Leonel Cantoran, Megan Copen, 
Elias Daniel, Abby Davis, Jennifer 
Gonzalez, Francisco Lugo, Denise 
Martinez, Samuel Mercado, Bri-
ana Moreno, Samantha Moreno, 

Marisol Olmos, Juan Ortiz, Daniela 
Pacheco, Karina Paz Salazar, Miguel 
Paz, Citlalli Reyes, Karen Romero, 
Salma Rosales, Dulce Tepale, Fran-
cisca Tihany, Nureya Tihany, Lauro 
Torres, Carlos Ventura, & Johanna 

Zambrano

CONGRATS CLASS OF 2018!
LEO CLUB IS PROUD OF OUR SENIORS & OFFICERS

 After Durant senior 
Grover Wills passed away in 
a fatal shooting on the night 
of  April 15, the Durant com-
munity gathered in support 
of  Wills’ family and friends 
to honor him at a vigil held at 
the school.
 The school communi-
ty has united in various ways 
to support Wills’ family and 
honor their beloved friend. 
The drama department do-
nated the proceeds of  their 
play performance to Wills 
family. T-shirts to commem-
orate Wills with the phrase, 
“Fly High #5” are seen all 
over campus. A Go Fund 
Me account was additional-
ly made to help with Wills’ 
funeral expenses.
 Students will continue 
to honor the memory of  their 
dear friend, Grover Wills.
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Although 
Rebecca 
Burkett says 
that reading 
did not come 
easily to 
her, Bur-
kett worked 
incredibly 

the high potential to succeed and 
pushed me,” Burkett said.
 Burkett plans to attend 
the University of  Florida in the 
fall, majoring in Biological Sci-
ence. Her dream is to become an 
OBGYN at a local hospital.
 “I think that it will be 
exciting to work with pregnant 
mothers and help them through 
that time in their lives,” Burkett 
said.
 Burkett’s favorite part of  
high school was her senior year, 
especially spending time with 
close friends. She advises under-
classmen to balance both academ-
ics and friendships, and to form 
lasting bonds with teachers.
 “Form a relationship with 
your teachers, get to know them 
on a personal level. You will enjoy 
learning from someone you really 
like,” Burkett said.

Coming-of-
age films, 
archetypical-
ly, are films 
that depict 
children or 
teenagers 
in a transi-
tion toward 
adulthood or 

the sheer amount of  coming-of-
age films being released over the 
past few decades, there are many 
problems with the genre overall 
that are too often overlooked.
 One of  the biggest issues 
is the oversaturation of  the genre 
regarding various aspects.
 Many of  the characters 
presented in these films are all 
very similar. In almost all com-
ing-of-age stories, the protagonist 
is an introspective, quirky teen-
aged student in high school with 
few friends. This redundancy in 
character makes it difficult for the 
viewer to empathasize with the 
protagonist; there are few char-
acter surprises so there is little 
emotional connection with the 
audience.
 Many of  the plots also 
verge on being so archetypal that 
they become “cookie-cutter.” The 
plots of  these films almost always 

Anna Smearman
Photo Editor
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A senior’s opinion: Why coming-of-age  
	 films	are	wildly	overrated

revolve around characters in a 
higher level of  schooling, strug-
gling with some sort of  flaw or 
outside conflict. The plot will then 
follow said character’s exploits in 
their environment.
 More often than not, the 
tone toes the line between come-
dic and emotional, usually during 
the second act, as one would see 
in a typical line chart of  how to 
make a film. The films are always 
dictated by dialogue and similar 
types of  external and internal 
conflict.
 The cinematography is 
frequently static with little style 
or omnipresent color scheme. 
The music in the films typically 
consists of  whatever is popular in 
context of  the film.
 Indeed, overall, the genre 
has become very stale and lacking 
any sort of  standout aspects.  
 Herein lies the problem: 

there is nothing that stands out 
for many coming-of-age films. 
There are plenty of  coming-of-
age films that have come out in 
the past 20 years, yet there are 
small handfuls I can vaguely 
remember or admit to genuinely 
enjoying.
 However, with the rise 
in popularity of  independent 
filmmaking studios and support 
from both audiences and within 
Hollywood, more unique coming-
of-age films have begun to surface 
recently, such as Greta Gerwig’s 
Lady Bird and Luca Guadagnino’s 
Call Me By Your Name.
 Perhaps a number of  films 
showcasing the transition from 
youth to adulthood will begin to 
grow in quantity over years to 
come, as more young people tran-
sition into an audience craving 
more unique films to represent 
their transition into adulthood.

Zach Reifschneider
Business Manager

Poll: The future for 
our DHS seniors

a growth in morality.
 Films that fall into this 
spectrum include The Breakfast 
Club, Stand by Me, Almost Famous, 
The Goonies, and, most recently, 
Call Me by Your Name and Lady 
Bird.
 In general, I don’t feel that 
coming-of-age films are poor films 
in any way; in fact, I love many 
of  the films previously named 
for a variety of  aspects, such as 
characterization, in tone, or in the 
comedic writing. However, given 

hard at this skill during her time 
at Durant and ultimately excelled 
to the level of  reaching the top 
five of  her class.
 Burkett would like to 
thank her teachers for pushing 
her to excel. Due to her educa-
tors, Burkett says she was able to 
take and pass several dual enroll-
ment and advanced placement 
classes.
 “I don’t know if  I can pick 
a specific teacher! I had teachers 
in elementary school who helped 
me with writing. I had teachers 
in high school who knew I had 

Preston Jones
Staff Writer



 Now that our last year at Durant has come to an end, senior 
council can say how happy we were to serve a class just as 

unique as ours. Throughout the year we have done whatever 
we could to try and make this year memorable for each one of 
our classmates, from winning pep rallies to dancing the night 

away at prom. In addition to serving and giving back to our 
community, we hope that we left as much of an impression 

on our class as they left on us. Thank you for an amazing four 
years.

-Jenna Farnum, Senior Council President

Dear Class of  2018:

 It has been a long time coming, but we have finally made it. It’s 
the bittersweet moments like now when we really get to reflect on how 
far we have actually come. Walking into Durant our freshmen year, some 
thought we did not set the bar high for our future achievements. How-
ever, throughout our years here we have each raised that bar in our own 
ways and now we can finally say in just 11 days we will be graduating as 
the class that overcame adversity with honors.
 As we leave Durant and begin a new chapter of  our lives, our abil-
ity to overcome any doubts that people had for us is one of  the most 
important lessons that we have learned over our four years.
 We congratulate you for your accomplishment in achieving the 
goals you set for yourself  in order to obtain your diploma. We want to 
wish you success in reaching the goals you have set for your future.
 We hope that our efforts as a council has made your time at Du-
rant a memorable one. We were honored to serve such a unique group 
of  individuals. We look forward to seeing the lasting impression we will 
leave on Durant and the impact we will have on our society.
 Once a cougar, always a cougar.
        Sincerely,
        Your Senior Council



JOIN 
DRIVERS 

ED!

Bonjour!
Are you a French student?
Join the French Club on

Green Club Weeks!

Congrats babe! I am so proud of you! You are 
on your way to becoming a nurse. I love you! 

Love, Kobee

 

On behalf  of  the Spanish National Honor Society, we would like 
to give a huge thanks to our senior class of  2018 and all that they 
have done to help this honor society both inside the school and with-
in the community. We also want to give a round of  applause to our 
senior officers. We know that you all will do great things outside of  
high school and cannot wait to see what your future holds. Thank 
you for your leadership and commitment to SNHS. Don’t forget to 

be the best you can possibly be!

With love,
The Spanish National Honor Society



Congrats GSA 
Seniors:

Thank you for keeping Durant a 

safe space for students to be 

themselves. 

Love, GSA & Ms. Luke 

"L.ife G.ets B.etter T.ogether" 

Presidents Jordan, Zora & Jason 

Aleea + Alyssa  

Dani, Jax, Destiny & Priscilla
Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations 

Christina Christina Christina 
Pizzuto! You did Pizzuto! You did Pizzuto! You did 
it, you graduat-it, you graduat-it, you graduat-
ed! Good luck in ed! Good luck in ed! Good luck in 

the future!the future!the future!
- Robert Hall- Robert Hall- Robert Hall

Congratulations Seniors in
Early Childhood Education!

- Katherine James


