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Spend the holidays with Durant High School! 

 

“DO YOU 
HEAR WHAT 

I HEAR?” 

Jingle Ball 2019 is 

coming to Tampa! 

See page 12 

How does Mr.  

Graham celebrate 

the season? Find 

out in our special  

edition sneak-

peek! 

See page 6 

What local 

events are hap-

pening this  

season? 

See page 8 

Check out the 

Foster Angels 

community See 

page 10 



 

This year, on November 
23rd, the Durant High School 

Marching Band and Color 
Guard participated in the Flor-
ida Marching Band Champion-

ships held in Daytona Beach. 
The competition, origi-

nally named the Florida 

Marching Band Coalition, was 
founded in 1997 and hosted 

the first Marching Band Com-
petition a year later. 

Placing at the competi-

tion was not an easy feat for 
Durant’s Band and Color 

Guard.  The statewide compe-
tition hosted over 50 high 
schools, including performing 

arts schools. 

This event put the Du-
rant Band and Color Guard 

into hyper-drive as they pre-
pare, including additional 
practices and rehearsals to 

make sure everything runs 
smoothly. 

The name of the show 

that performed is “Lights, 
Camera, Music”. Some of the 

musical pieces included in the 
show included songs from Pi-
rates of the Caribbean “Duel of 

Fates”, the Muppets’ 
“Somewhere Over the Rain-

bow”, and more crowd favor-
ites. 

Senior Gabrielle Mora, 

who has been on the Durant 

color guard team for three 

years, gave her take on the 
competition. 

“I am looking forward 
to doing my last show with 
my team of 2019,” said Mo-

ra. “The seniors have a say-
ing ‘Last Time, Best Time’ 
and we are truly wanting to 

make that a reality in our 
performance.” 

She explained her fa-
vorite part of the show was 
the Pirates of the Caribbean 

sequence. 
She stated the emo-

tion between her team-
mates and the crowd was 
“uplifting” and “full of ex-

citement.” 
Mora said the reason-

ing behind this is the famil-

iarity the audience has with 
the songs, allowing them to 

hum and dance along with 
the performance. 

“It’s a magical feeling 

when on stage.” 
Band Director Bruce 

Herrmann, who helps with 

both Band and Color 
Guard, was able to give in-

sight from a coach’s per-
spective. 

“Every element was 

focused on what do we 
need to do to be successful 

in that arena. So from the 
designs, to the flags we 

choose, and the costumes 

that color guard wears, all 
of that influenced [the per-

formance],” said Herrmann. 
Herrmann also spoke 

about his favorite moments 

in the performance being 
the “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow” number, where 

Color Guard does a flag 
change. 

“Color Guard used 
swing flags, which is just 
an oversized flag … The 

outer flag comes off and we 
go from a holographic flag 

to this big, bright, rainbow 
flag, and it’s such a wow 
moment that it catches 

people by surprise,” said 
Herrmann. 

Head Captain of the 

team, Durant Senior Sum-
mer Edrup, and Co-

Captain, Senior Katey Coro-
nado, mentioned how one 
of their favorite moments 

was when the team did a 
costume change mid-show 
because it was a “big visual 

moment” for the team. The 
team spent hours rehears-

ing and practicing this sce-
ne to prepare. 

Ultimately, the team 

placed seventh in the State 
Marching Band Champion-

ships in Daytona Beach. 
 

By: Faith Miller, Staff Writer 

Durant Band and 

Color Guard attend 

Florida Marching 

Band 

Championships 



 

Christmas in the Community! 

GAYLORD ICE 
When: 

December 15th, 2019 

Where: 

Kissimmee, FL at the 

Gaylord Palms Resort 

About:  

A play on ice! The first 

play is The Polar Express. 

There will be a tubing hill 

with real snow for kids to 

sled down with tickets, a 

Gingerbread Decorating 

Center to create and deco-

rate houses with a variety 

of candies, and a Naughty 

or Nice 

Escape Room!  

ENCHANT CHRIST-

MAS  
When: 

December 29th 2019 

Where: 

Tropicana Field 

About: 

A holiday light experience 

that will take guests 

through a world of Christ-

mas spirit with decorated 

trees up to 80ft tall on an 

ice skating track that 

winds in and out of illumi-

nated archways. Find 

clues to hunt for Santa’s 

missing reindeer! 

SEMINOLE HOUSE 

LIGHTING 
When: 

December 1st-31st 2019 

Where: 

Lake Park Dr Seminole 

FL 

About:  

Originating in 1993, this 

neighborhood tradition is 

continued 26 later, in 

memory of Ruby Dow. 

Patrons are encouraged 

to walk through the 

neighborhood and enjoy 

the decorations. Candy 

canes are provided for 

children and there will al-

so be special treats for 

furry friends!  

HOLIDAY OF THE 

ARTS 
When: 

December 14th 2019 

Where: 

Williams Park St. Pe-

tersburg 

About: 

Holiday of the Arts 

showcases original 

pieces from over 100 

artists around Florida. 

There are works in 

sculpting, painting, 

photography, metal-

work, digital artwork, 

jewelry and more! This 

will be the sixth annu-

al Holiday of the Arts. 

CHRISTMAS COOK-

IE RUN 
When: 

December 21th, 2019 

Where: 

Lutz, FL at Lake Park 

About: 

5k Family Fun Run. Pho-

tos with Santa. Fun med-

als to earn and race shirts 

to wear. Event begins at 

9:00 AM. 

By: Mason Gourley & Nick Travis, Staff Writers 



 

HOURS: 

 
Monday 

10AM-5:30PM 

 

Wednesday through Saturday 

10AM–5:30PM 

 

Sunday & Tuesday 

Closed 

 



 

 Durant Chorus is embracing the holiday 

spirit in their upcoming winter chorus concert. 

Each chorus group brings their own musical style 

to the stage. This concert has everything from 

classical to pop music. 

 There is a lot to look forward to and these 

talented students are working hard to make this 

concert memorable.  

 Even though there are many chorus concerts 

throughout the year, Hayleigh Kittel says that this 

concert has a, “Christmas spice,” to it. Kittel, a 

junior a Durant, is in not one, but two chorus 

groups. “You can look forward to the holiday 

cheer that our chorus groups spread throughout 

the auditorium,” she stated.  

 There are specific choirs for certain purposes. 

For example, Sugar N’ Spice sticks to a lot of cur-

rent music and Vocal Intensity stays with mainly 

a cappella songs, but each group adds a little holi-

day cheer to their style. 

 Chloe Ressler, a sophomore at Durant, is in 

the advanced women’s choir group called Una 

Voce, which mainly sings sophisticated songs. 

 When talking about a specific song every-

one is singing together, Ressler explained, 

“There is this one interactive song where we 

stand out in the audience and it is so cool be-

cause you get to see what we are doing.” 

 Ressler explained that this concert is 

different from the others throughout the year. 

 “You get to be more interactive with 

people in the audience and the other concerts 

we are up on stage and [we] do not get to real-

ly be out there… we are trying to bring the hol-

iday cheer directly to people with this style of 

performance.”  

This concert is a great way to celebrate 

the holidays with friends and family. Not only 

that, but it is a nice break from studying for 

midterms. 

As Kittel said, “You get the flavor of 

Christmas at concerts like these.” 

Lisiane DaCosta performing at the chorus concert. 



 

  THE HOLIDAYS WITH GARY! 

How does Mr. Graham celebrate the holiday 
season? From Santa to Christmas memories, 
these are some of our favorite Mr. Graham 

holiday fun facts.  

 Christmas Tree  Memories: 

“I worked at a Christ-

mas tree lot when I was 

in college, so I know the 

ins and outs of what 

makes a good tree and 

what makes a good 

cut.” 

 
On Santa: 

“If I was Santa, I 

would want a big 

chocolate chip 

cookie left out for 

me!”  

On wrapping 

presents: 

On favorite 

present: 

 

“My favorite Christ-

mas present growing 

up was a new foot-

ball or basketball. I 

would have fun for 

weeks with it.”  

On worst 

present: 

 

“The worst 

Christmas 

present I ever re-

ceived was a win-

ter sweater.” 

“My wrapping abili-

ties are very limited. 

It’s usually a scram-

ble on Christmas 

morning for me to 

wrap.”   

By: Rodnasha Williams, Marina Hawkins, Jennifer 
Dages, Meghan Dulay, & Adamari Jaimez 



 

 Fav. Christmas Movies: 

 

“Rudolph the Red-nosed 

Reindeer (1964), Elf, Na-

tional Lampoon’s 

Christmas Vacation, 

Miracle on 34th St., and 

White Christmas.” 

On NYE: 

 

“New Year’s means 

hope for many people, 

hope for our students. 

It’s the beginning of a 

new semester and a 

fresh start.” 

Fav. Christmas Song: 

 

“My favorite Christ-

mas carol is ‘O Holy 

Night’. My least fa-

vorite is ‘Grandma 

Got Run Over by a 

Reindeer.’”  

On Lawn Décor: 

 

“I don’t care for those ti-

ny reindeers—they look 

great for the first year 

and then worse-for-the-

wear the second sea-

son.” 

On Giving Thanks: 

 

“It’s important to re-

flect on why you are 

thankful, especially 

during this time of 

year. I have so much 

to be thankful for 

here at Durant.” 

On Caroling: 

 

“I am not a big 

Christmas caroler. I 

like carols, but I don’t 

like going to different 

houses to sing. Mr. 

Holzbog loves to carol 

though!” 



 

FESTIVE 

PLAYS IN 

THE  

COMMUNITY 
By: Mattie Powers, Staff Writer  

 The holidays are a busy time 

of the year; and many families are 

looking for fun and festive activi-

ties. One thing that a lot of people 

look over during this time of year 

is local theater. It is a great way 

to get the family together and ex-

perience something new.  

 Durant High School has 

many talented actors in its midst. 

Many are apart of the Drama 

Club, but some prefer local thea-

tre. One student at Durant, soph-

omore Emma Nething,  is a mem-

ber of the Brandon Youth Thea-

ter. She gives a specific example 

of the difference between Durant 

Theater and local theater.  

 “Local theater has several 

age groups, not just teenagers.” 

 Local plays have a wider va-

riety of age groups which allows 

them to put on productions Du-

rant might not be able to. 

 Many of the local productions 

put on Christmas plays for the 

holiday season. 

 There are so many local thea-

ter production companies in the 

area. A few are James McCabe 

Theater, Valrico Players Inc, 

Heather Theater Company, Car-

rollwood Players Theatre, Bran-

don Youth Theater, and many 

more. 

 This season is the perfect 

time to go to a local production! 

Photos from this season’s local holiday 
plays. Photos from Mattie Powers. 



 



 

By: Faith Miller  
 

 The holidays are a time of giving gifts 
and time to those around us. 
 Many foster families are able to bring 
children into their homes during the holidays 
and provide a memorable Christmas. Many 
times children are placed with families sud-
denly and there isn't much time to prepare.  
 Foster Angels is an organization based in 
Hillsborough County that provides gifts for 
these children. 
 Foster Angels was founded by Melvin 
MacNeel and his family in 1988. The year be-
fore, five children were placed with the Mac-
Neel family two days before Christmas.  

 MacNeel recognized the difficulty that 
came along with finding those gifts so close 
to Christmas. And so Foster Angels was 
born! 
 The organization  supplies over 1,200 
foster children with gifts on Christmas 
morning through donations from the com-
munity. 
 Foster Angels set up trees throughout 
the county, each tree containing ornaments 
with information about a child’s  likes, age, 
and gender.  
 Hope Sheldon is a foster mother with 
children of varying ages. This summer Shel-
don and her family completed their first 
adoption, after almost three years in the fos-
ter care system. Her family  began partici-
pating in the Foster Angels program last 
year.   
 Sheldon expresses gratitude towards 
the Foster Angels program. It allows her to 
give children a memorable Christmas expe-
rience, and family to spend the holiday with. 
 Organizations like this help make the 
holidays for many foster families run 
smoothly. Every donation, whether it be 
time, gifts, or money, helps children in need. 
 If you would like to sponsor, volunteer, 
or donate  please visit  
fosterangels.com and make a child's day a 
little bit brighter. 

“WHAT HOLIDAY DO YOU  
CELEBRATE?” 

 

“I celebrate Hanukkah. We light the 
candles for 8 days and each night we get 

presents and we have a big dinner.” -
Ashleigh Koza 

 
“We also celebrate Eid, it happens two 

times every year for three days. We 
pray in the morning then usually go out 
to eat. After that we spend time togeth-
er and give each other gifts. I’m thank-
ful for being part of two different holi-

days that involve different religions. It’s 
a learning experience and it brings us 

together.” -Layla Ali 
 

“My sisters’ birthday is on Christmas. 
We make her a carrot cake every year 

from scratch.” 
-Nevaeha Smith  
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BY: Lily Belcher 

 

What is the I Heart Radio Jingle Ball? 
The I Heart Radio Jingle Ball is a national holiday concert featuring a variety of performers 

promoted by Capital One.   

 

When is it? 
The 24th annual I Heart Radio Jingle Ball will begin its country-wide tour on December 1 and 

end three weeks later on December 22.  

 

Where will performances take place? 
The Jingle Ball will kick off in Tampa before continuing into Dallas, Los Angeles, San Fran-

cisco, Minneapolis, Philadelphia, and New York City, for the live broadcast on the CW.  After 

the live event, the tour will continue to Boston, D.C., Chicago, Atlanta, and close in Miami.   

 

How much are tickets and where can I buy them? 
For the Tampa concert at Amelie Arena, tickets are being sold on Stub Hub and TicketMaster.  

Nosebleeds are $25 and front row seats are around $400.  

 

Which artists are performing? 
The lineup for the concert, which will feature a wide variety of music, was released at the end 

of September.  The lineup for the Tampa concert includes: Sam Smith, Lizzo, Normani, French 

Montana, Why Don’t We, Max, and AJ Mitchell.  

 

How are artists picked? 
“It’s all artists that are playing [and] its some of the biggest songs that are on the radio,” said 

93.3  radio show host Nick Wize. “Jingle Ball is one of the biggest shows of the year, so you 

have to have some of the biggest artists.” 

 

Why was it started? 

Wize said Jingle Ball was created to put on “larger than life” experiences around the 

country, and has since become a tradition.  



 

Winter 
Zodiacs 

By: Adamari Jaimez 

The zodiacs for winter 

include Capricorn, Aquari-

us, and Pisces.  

 Capricorns are those 

who have a birthday be-

tween December 22 to Janu-

ary 20. They are usually 

hardworking and driven to 

be the best they can to meet 

their potential. 

 Aquarius birthdays fall 

between January 21 to Feb-

ruary 19. Their character is 

unique and original. They 

are driven to make their 

own decisions and stick with 

it. They also tend to enjoy 

teamwork with likeminded 

individuals. 

 If a birthday is be-

tween February 19 to March 

20, the zodiac sign is Pisces. 

These people tend to be very 

positive, kind, and compas-

sionate. They are well-

aware of others’ feelings and 

tend to be popular due to 

their easy-going and gener-

ous character. 



 

  Star Wars Episode IV A New 
Hope was released in 1977, as the 
first of six Star Wars movies created 
by George Lucas. A fan base quick-
ly formed, and has grown exponen-
tially. Mike Stone, a physics teacher 
at Durant High School, has been a 
Star Wars enthusiast from a young 
age. And has fallen back in love 
with the characters as an adult.  

 “What reignited my love as 
an adult was a bit of personal trage-
dy.” Stone had received a phone call 
from his mother telling him her 
home had burned down and his Star 
Wars action figure collection with it.  

 “Somehow the loss of my 
childhood Star Wars toys, and this 
feeling of emptiness and wanting 
something of mine and mine alone, 
it crystalized.”  

A few days after the incident 
he was walking through a local 
Walmart “feeling lost”, when he 
saw a Luke Skywalker action fig-
ure. 

 “I just started openly weep-
ing. It was like seeing an old friend 
for the first time in years.”  

Star Wars has helped many 
fans through difficult times in their 
lives and has been a source of joy 
for many.  

 “When I was young, I saw all 
the movies and I just fell in love 
with it,” Liam Salb, a Junior at Du-

rant High School said.  
Now as fans prepare for the 

ninth, and possibly the final Star 
Wars movie of the saga, most seem 
excited, but worried about the quali-
ty of the film. “I’ll go see it because 
it’s Star Wars, but I have my 
doubts,” Salb explained.  

“I’m excited but I don’t want 
to get my hopes up.” Austin Sewell, 
an 11th grader at Durant, stated.  

However, some fans are just 
excited to see the finale of their fa-
vorite franchise. Stone is 
“absolutely stoked about it” and al-
ready has his tickets. Junior Kyle 
Wilkerson “has high hopes” for the 
movie and says, “it looks like it 
could bring a lot” to the table.   
 While fans are pumped for the 
new movie the previous two have 
gotten mixed reviews. Salb 
“disliked pretty much everything 
about it… the new sequel is as bad 
as the prequels if not worse.”  

As many fans know the Star 
Wars saga is split up into three sec-
tions. The prequels, movies one, 
two, and three. The original trilogy 
which includes movies four, five, 
and six. And the new sequel consist-
ing of movies seven, eight, and 
nine. 

The prequels have received a 
lot of criticism from fans, so to call 
the new sequel, worse than the pre-
quels is quite the opinion. However, 
Salb wasn’t the only one. 

Stone, who is a big fan of Epi-
sode Seven explained, “If you 
watch Episode Seven it’s  like they 
took the original trilogy and triple 

distilled it, ran a titration, got it 
right down to the very essential oil 
of Star Wars and then put it on your 
tongue.”  

However, Stone felt “there 
could have been more exposition… 
I would’ve liked maybe some more 
explanation of where this first story 
came from.” He felt they could’ve 
acknowledged the time between Ep-
isode Six and Seven in a more in 
depth way.  

Episode Nine will serve as the 
finale of the saga, leaving the an-
swers to many fans questions in the 
air. Salb and Sewell agreed that 
finding who Rey’s parents actually 
are is a huge question that has to be 
answered in order for Episode Nine 
to be considered a satisfying end. 
However, Stone disagrees saying, “I 
do not care who Rey’s parents were. 
What is the resolution of the con-
flict between Rey and Kylo? 
There’s that tension, they both want 
to help each other but they can’t 
meet halfway… If they resolve that 
well then this would be the best Star 
Wars movie ever hands down.”   

Star Wars has connected fans 
from across the globe, from the first 
day Episode IV reached theaters, to 
now as fans anticipate the final 
movie. Getting many through hard 
times, and connecting families with 
a common love of the battle be-
tween the light and dark for dec-
ades. As Episode Nine: The Rise of 
Skywalker prepares to hit theaters, 
Star Wars will look to do it again, 
one last time.  

By: David Fackson 



 

Durant Hockey off 
to great start with 

new season 
 By: Jordan Dabbour  

Durant High School’s hockey team is 

off to a scorching start with a record of 

seven wins, twoe losses, and four ties. 

Durant is led by their new Captain for 

the 2019-20 season, senior at Durant 

High School, C.J. Comunale. He is sup-

ported two new Alternate Captains, 

Michael Romeo, a junior at Durant, and 

Jordan Putnam, a junior at Strawberry 

Crest High School. Xander Wise will be 

returning this season with the “A” on 

his sweater- defenseman. When Romeo 

was named a new Alternate Captain, he 

stated that he would try to be the best 

leader as possible especially for the 

players on the junior varsity team be-

cause they all look up to the varsity 

team. Romeo also stated that the big-

gest challenge this year will be penal-

ties. He wants to try to help the team 

limit their penalty minutes and to stay 

focused on the game of hockey. Lastly, 

Romeo said that he thinks the team 

will make the playoffs this year. Du-

rant’s hockey team is one of the top 

teams in the Modin Division with rivals 

like Manatee High School, West Mana-

tee High School, Bloomingdale High 

School, and Newsome High School. 

Currently, Durant sits at third place in 

the Division over Bloomingdale and 

Newsome, while West Manatee is first 

with twelve wins, two losses, and zero 

ties. Manatee is second place with nine 

wins, two losses, and two ties. Durant’s 

team leader in goals is Jordan Putnam. 

Putnam is also the assists and point 

leader. He is considered to be one of 

the top players in the league this year 

as he has a deadly shot that can get past 

any goalie. Ethan Carstens, a freshman 

at Durant High School, is also a strong 

player for Durant, as he has eleven 

goals and eight assists. Many of the top 

players play travel hockey which helps 

them improve their game. Durant’s 

goalies are William Chabalowski, a 

sophomore at Brandon Academy, and 

Ryan Putnam, a freshman at Strawber-

ry Crest High School. Chabalowski has 

three wins, one loss, and two ties, while 

Putnam has four wins, one loss, and 

two ties. Durant’s goaltending will be a 

huge key to their success if they want 

to make a push for the playoffs. Durant 

is going to continue to improve their 

game and are going to try their best to 

push for the playoffs. 

Durant Hockey 

team against Plant 

High School. 



 

 



 


