
 A Letter From The Editor 
 I wanted to thank our extraordinary PawPrint staff. Since the beginning of this year, we have 

switched advisors, dealt with quarantines, and I’ve been guilty of changing the deadlines to get the winter 

paper published on time. This is my first year as editor, and it has certainly been hectic, but we wouldn’t 

have been able to publish this beautiful edition of the winter paper without the dedicated staff writers and 

editors. I want to especially thank Adamari Jaimez, who, despite being an eLearner, managed to turn all 

her articles in on time with interviews. I want to thank Nick Travis for running our TikTok and writing 

our Covid articles. I want to thank Mason Gourley for covering sports and working on the website. I want 

to thank Riley Thomas for joining newspaper and learning how to write articles as we went throughout 

the year. I want to thank managing editor, Rachel Hesse, for editing our articles and keeping the website 

up to date. I want to thank our design editor, Allie Sigl, for the incredible and beautiful work she has done 

to design this paper and our social media posts. I also want to thank the Durant art students, who created 

and drew beautiful comics for the paper. Last, and certainly not least, I would like to thank our advisor 

Mrs. Soule for working with us in addition to running the yearbook. Without them, we wouldn't have been 

able to publish a paper, much less grow our website and social media following. I am looking forward to 

the second semester with the incredible 2020-2021 staff. If you are interested in joining the PawPrint next 

year, visit Mrs. Soule in room 451 or talk to your guidance counselor and make sure 

to follow us on Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok for school and news updates. 

Happy Holidays, 

Lily Belcher-Editor in Chief 



 —By Adamari Jaimez— 

The Elf on the Shelf is a popular Christmas tradition 

where scout elves are sent home to a child from the 

North Pole to encourage them to behave themselves.  

The idea of this tradition is that Santa’s little helper 

keeps an eye on the kids each day, and at night return to 

the North Pole where the elf reports the child’s behavior 

as naughty or nice.  

Some of the rules that come along with the tradition is 

that he or she needs a name. The elf moves every night 

while the children are sleeping so the children can go 

looking for, he or she when they wake up.  

The elf is not allowed to be touched by the children and 

can not speak while the kids are awake. Before Christ-

mas day the elf must return to the North Pole to help 

Santa distribute gifts.  

“My favorite memory is waking up every morning try-

ing to beat my siblings in finding the elf”, said Madalyn 

Potter a freshman at Durant.  

The Elf on the Shelf tradition brings families together 

and helps excite the Christmas spirit. It is a fun way to 

encourage children to be on their best behavior and a lot 

of memories come from it.  

More people should consider making the tradition a part 

of their Christmas spirit as the Elf on the Shelf tradition 

is becoming more of a forgotten tradition.  

“I think elf on the shelf should be a continuous tradition 

for children because it gives children and family some-

thing to do at Christmas and it gives children to believe 

in the beauty of Christmas”, said Vanessa Facenda jun-

ior at Durant.  

Some people believe that having an elf is a lot of work 

but there are many benefits in having the elf around. 

More than anything to show children what Christmas 

magic looks like and feels like. Christmas is the time of 

hope, loving, and believing.  

The Elf on the Shelf should continue being a tradition 

used by more families to bring Christmas magic into 

their homes.  

 

 

—B y Rachel Hesse— 

Whether it be Valentine’s Day, 

4th of July, Thanksgiving, Hanuk-

kah, or Christmas, just to name a 

few, every holiday has traditions, 

commonly associated with that 

particular holiday, that families 

and friends utilize to incite high 

spirits. According to Donna 

Rockwell, Psy. D., the use of tra-

ditions aids in the building blocks 

of a human’s relationships and 

interactions and the way we ob-

serve the actions of family mem-

bers, as well as the overall 

growth of civilized society.  

This year has been tough on eve-

ryone in the world, especially 

America, with Covid-19 on the 

forefront of everyone’s minds. To 

counteract this, many families 

and friend groups are turning to-

wards traditions to keep their 

hope and sanity alive using the 

feelings of comfort and belonging 

that come with traditions.  

“I think that traditions are im-

portant now more than ever in 

our lives so far because of the 

circumstances we’ve been in this 

year,” says senior Madison Par-

ker. “I have always loved them 

because I know it’s something 

that will never change no matter 

how crazy the world gets.”  

Traditions are a time for getting 

together with friends and family 

and celebrating the joys that each 

holiday season brings. While a lot 

of families have different reasons 

for traditions, they all generally 

center around one overall pur-

pose. Traditions are “bonding ex-

periences for family members, 

giving them a way to spend time 

with one another while enjoying 

themselves,” according to sopho-

more Jade Myers.  

While certainly not a hundred 

percent unanimous reason, Mey-

ers’ explanation is the main un-

derlying reason for traditions. 

Not only that but, according to 

senior McKenna Paige, the holi-

day season also “brings out so 

many fun experiences that you 

don’t get to experience all year 

round.” 

With moral at an all-time low this 

year, there is nothing more im-

portant than utilizing traditions to 

boost hope and happiness.  

With Halloween having just end-

ed, and both Thanksgiving and 

Christmas coming up, the holiday 

cheer is already filling the air 

with excitement and good tidings. 

Paige relays that her favorite 

thing about traditions is “seeing 

everyone and laughing together 

[as] there’s so much happiness 

that comes from these events.”  

 

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS ELF ON THE SHELF TRADITION 



By Rachel Hesse 







THREE THINGS THEY NEED TO FIX 

1: Their offense, or lack thereof 

The Rays lack of offense, especially in with runners 
in scoring position, was evident throughout most of 
the season, with the team batting average resting 
at .238. While the season slumps by Austin Mead-
ows and Brandon Lowe gave rookies, such as Randy 
Arozarena, a chance to earn a permanent position 
on a major league team, the lack of hits in high lev-
erage situations arguably cost the Rays the World 
Series Title .  

2: Starting pitchers 

While the Rays have a strong stable of guys to pitch 
the later innings, Tampa Bays starting rotation has 
taken a serious hit with the loss of Charlie Morton, 
one of the “Big Three.” With Yarborough and 
Chirinos suffering injuries, pitching coach Kyle 
Snyder needs consistency from Tyler Glasnow and 
depth from their Cy Young winner Blake Snell. In 
the offseason, the Rays need to focus on filling the 
final three spots in their rotation with reliable 
pitchers that will limit the number of “bullpen days” 
Kevin Cash has to include. 

3: Catcher Situation 

With Mike Zunino and Kevan Smith becoming free 
agents, the Rays are left with an empty catcher posi-
tion, which was already weak before the loss of 
Zunino and Smith. But, the Rays have options from 
other teams with J.T. Realmuto and former Ray Wil-
son Ramos on the market. If the Rays fail to pick up 
a catcher in the offseason, their only option is to 
place Ronaldo Hernandez, who hasn’t played in the 
majors since 2015, behind the plate. 

TWO THINGS THEY DON’T 

1: The Stable 

With the declining strength of their starting rotation, the Rays 
have put an extensive amount of pressure on their famous 
“stable of guys,” but the 16 relief pitchers in the bullpen have 
repeatedly delivered. The Rays’ stable holds a 3.46 ERA and 
only gave up 35 homeruns between the 20 relief pitchers. 

2: Kevin Cash 

This one hardly needs an 
explanation. The Rays have 
grown from a .475 team to 
a .667 team with two con-
secutive postseason appear-
ances under the leadership 
of 2020’s AL Manager of the 
Year. His incredible and in-
novative coaching has in-
spired teams to pick up his 
unique methods of game 
play, including the dramatic use of his bullpen, tying the ma-
jor league record for the most different pitchers (12) to record 
a save in the season. Despite having 15 players on the IL 
throughout the season, Cash’s use of his roster allowed him to 
create 59 different lineups in the 60 game season. 

ONE THING RAYS FANS HAVE  

TO LOOK FORWARD TO 

1: Randy Aroz-
arena 

Despite only play-
ing 23 games in the 
2020 season, Randy 
Arozarena has laid 
the foundation to 
become one of 
MLB’s best players. 

His relentless offensive potential was evident in the postsea-
son, with some even naming him the new “Mr. October.” He 
passed Evan Longorias and BJ Uptons records for most 
homeruns in a single postseason and broke the record for 
most hits recorded in a postseason respectively. Not only is he 
projected to have a successful 2021, but he will still be rookie 
eligible, meaning he could easily be named Rookie of the Year. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS’ 2021 SEASON PREdicTiONS 

By Lily Belcher 

—By Mason Gourley— 

Since COVID started, sports all over the U.S. 

have canceled and been suspended. Social and 

physical distancing measures, lockdowns of busi-

nesses, schools and overall social life, which have 

become almost depleted has affected everyone. 

Many jobs were lost and a lot of people were left 

financially stranded. sporting organizations have 

shown their sympathy with efforts to reduce the 

spread of the virus to players.  

Many individuals are not able to actively partici-

pate in their regular individual or group physical 

activities outside of their homes with others to stay 

productive. For example, Baseball and Football 

were the most impacted, both sports were not able 

to train for months to prepare for their seasons and 

be ready to compete.  

As the MLB slowly opened up 20 players easily 

contracted the disease, the industry instituted a 

multilayered COVID-19 prevention and mitigation 

strategy to delay cases to players and staff. On Ju-

ly 23, 2020,  MLB started the season back up 

again after the first major breakout of COVID. It 

was a 60-game season and it continued all the way 

to the Rays’ victory. As bad as the virus is, the 

next season will start April 1, 2021. All precau-

tions will be the same if not even more serious.  

When it comes to the NFL, they will do daily 

check-ups for temperature, symptoms, and overall 

effects. The season started September 10, 2020 

and sadly, only very few team stadiums would al-

low a specific percentage of fans in the stands.  

Refusing to wear a mask comes with a max fine of 

$14,650 for repeated offenses on players and staff.  

On planes for travel to other locations, teams can 

only have 50 percent of the players on it at a time 

which is money and time consuming for everyone. 

Another serious precaution is that players cannot 

use public or private transportation on the road to 

or in other cities.  

Before every game, each player takes an infectious 

Disease Emergency Response (IDER) test to pre-

dict outcomes and symptoms for COVID.  

Despite the safety and health precautions imple-

mented in each sport, both have had players test 

positive, forcing the teams to postpone their games 

or play without key athletes. 

 

Pictures of fans fill the stands due to coronavirus safety regulations 

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Home Field, Raymond James Stadium 



—By Lily Belcher— 

After the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg, President Donald Trump was 

responsible for nominating a new Justice to fill 

the empty seat just a month before the election. 

To fill the role, President Trump selected Seventh 

Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Amy Coney Bar-

rett, who was confirmed just weeks before the 

election. 

Since the nomination came so close to the elec-

tion, many Democratic voices, including presi-

dential challenger Joe Biden, argued that Presi-

dent Trump should not be allowed to nominate a 

new justice. The arguments filled the first presi-

dential debate in September and the media 

throughout the Senate’s confirmations.  

Despite the stark objections, Barrett was con-

firmed on October 26 by the Senate along party 

lines, with all 47 Democratic senators opposing 

the confirmation and all Republican senators, 

except Maine senator Susan Collins, voting in 

favor of the nomination. 

With her confirmation, Barrett became the 115th 

Associate Justice on the United States Supreme 

Court and the only current justice to have a law 

degree from a school other than Yale or Harvard. 

As part of the nomination and confirmation    

process, her former law clerks wrote the Senate 

Judiciary Committee a letter of recommendation, 

applauding her character as a judge, mother, and 

scholar. 

“We have also come to know her as a warm, car-

ing person whose intellect is matched only by her 

generosity and compassion,” they said in the 

letter. 

They also referenced her ability to debate issues 

in a professional, open minded manner and ref-

erenced her dedication to the community and 

family amid her demanding career.  

Barrett was born and raised in New Orleans, Lou-

isiana as one of seven children to an attorney and 

French teacher. After attending Catholic elemen-

tary and middle schools, Barrett attended Ten-

nesse’s Rhode College for her bachelors in Eng-

lish Literature. She then graduated from Notre 

Dame Law School before beginning her judicial 

career.  

Since her nomination to the Supreme Court, Bar-

rett has received backlash for her prior rulings 

and support of rulings in LGBTQ+ cases. She has 

stated that she believed issues, such as LGBTQ+ 

rights, should be left to Congress to pass laws on 

rather than the decision being made by the 

court. Her strong, conservative religious beliefs 

have also been a point of concern for liberals, 

especially since the are now six conservative 

judges, especially since she is the third justice 

President Trump has nominated. Liberals fear 

their values will be silenced in the right-leaning 

court and argue that the stacking of the Court 

gives Republicans an unfair advantage when 

passing laws. 

AMY CONEY BARRETT 

—By Rachel Hesse— 

The past four years, since the 2016 

Presidential Election, have been 

filled with controversies, protests, 

and political tensions that have di-

vided the nation. This tension 

seems to be the root of the unrest 

and division that occurred during 

this 2020 Presidential Election be-

tween President Donald Trump and 

former Vice President Joe Biden.  

As of right now, the next president 

of the United States is set to be 

Biden. Despite Biden’s clear lead, with 

290 of the needed 270 electoral votes to 

Trump’s 214, a controversy arose due to 

a lawsuit filed by Trump on the state of 

Wisconsin.  

Many people thought that a lawsuit 

should be filed in both Michigan and 

Georgia, as well, because of the large 

number of votes counted for Biden after 

a majority of the votes for the state had 

shown a lead for Trump. 

According to speculations made by Fox 

News on Wednesday, November 4, 

Trump was leading the vote count in 

Georgia by 60,000 votes with about 

20,000 predicted votes still left to count 

in Fulton County and DeKalb County, 

which are normally Democratic voting 

areas. As of the results on Sunday, No-

vember 8, according to CBS News, 

Biden was beating Trump by 7,248 votes. 

This large, unexpected shift in votes 

seemed cause for a question of fraud in 

the vote counting offices, especially since 

this looked to be happening in multiple 

other states as well.  

But as investigations were held, all 

seemed to be a ‘he-said she-said’ case, 

filled with speculation and no clear facts.  

As it stands, the electoral college casted 

their official votes Monday, December 

14, 2020. The estimated vote count is 

306 for Biden and 232 for Trump, how-

ever, it will not be official until January 

6, 2021.  

 

2020 Presidential Election 



—By Adamari Jaimez— 

Due to COVID-19 the art depart-
ment plans to move to a digital art 
show rather than a walk gallery. 

Before Covid, two art shows were 
held per semester where stu-
dents, teachers, and staff could 
visit the art room and experience 
the meaning of art portrayed by 
the pieces of talented art stu-
dents.  

Now, according to art teacher 
Emily Godheim, the plan is to do a 
digital art show second semester. 

Students have been taking pic-
tures of their work and submit-
ting it as a grade. They must take 
high quality photos of their work 
in order to portray the best an-
gles of their art pieces.  

Some of the student’s art pieces 
have been sent in for contests on 
their creations. Godheim choses 
art pieces that she believes de-
serve to be seen by others de-
pending on the students work eth-
ic.  

 

Elearning students are also par-
ticipating as they have already 
completed art projects such as 
their cardboard, natural object, 
and clay projects. 

Elearning basic ceramic students 
picked up clay at the beginning of 
the year in order to work on clay 
projects and bring back to fire. 
Cardboard was easily accessed to 
3D art students and their creativ-
ity was shown through the nature 
projects where they found items 
from outdoors.  

Godheim has been practicing so-
cial distancing with brick and mor-
tar students as they must sanitize 
and not share items. For elearners 
there has been more flexibility 
with art pieces due to limited re-
sources.  

“It has affected us probably in 
one of the biggest ways is the art 
show because we always have an 
art show every semester, “ said 
Godheim.  

—By Adamari Jaimez— 

Students and director Stephen Arment have been 

working hard since the beginning of the school year to 

perform and perfect their IEs and one act. 

IE’s, or individual events, is a theatre festival where 

schools from around the county come together to 

compete in a number of theatre related events which 

includes monologues, duet scenes, solo and group mu-

sicals, choreography, costume design and more. 

Due to the pandemic, all events this year are being 

recorded and submitted virtually. Both the IEs and 

one act will be held as one big online festival that stu-

dents and staff are more than welcome to view.  

BookTix will be used for students to book online tick-

ets and watch the performance. The festival will take 

place the week before Christmas break. 

“The district will not let us perform, will not allow 

socially distanced performances which I mean honest-

ly from a real journalism point of view is incredibly 

unfair when you think about the sports and indoor 

sports that are allowed to happen,” said Arment. 

Arment does not want his theatre students to feel less 

important than sports and has been highly supported 

by administration to be able to move forward in the 

best way possible with the show. 

In preparation for their events, theatre students re-

hearse their events to each other for feedback  

from their peers and director during 7th period. Ar-

ment and students work on recording and submitting 

their events before going on fall break. 

Arment has access to software to edit and finalize the 

play and upload by November 30, 2020. 

The one act show is called “This Is A Test,” where 

Ally, played by Lisiane DaCosta, goes through the 

daily stress that a highschool students goes through 

when it comes to a big exam. Throughout the play 

she is picked on and freaks out by getting too much 

into her head. 

Carissa Rodriguez is playing the role of Lois, Allys 

best friend, Neveah Pena plays student Pat and 

Ashely Irovando plays student Chris. Jackson Hamil-

ton plays the role of the teacher and Josh Faircloth 

plays the voice constantly in Allys head. 

 The chorus is played by Natalie Doucette and Madi-

son Tolley as Allys consciousness. Karah Faro plays 

the role of a know-it-all jock and Allys mom is played 

by Gwynnie Ocampo. The rest of the students in the 

play are portrayed by Ethan Liberty, Caitlyn Dun-

phy, and Kendall Bryant.  

“Putting on a play is certainly a group effort, its nev-

er dependent on one person to figure it out. I think 

that’s what makes theatre special is that you’re able 

to hear all these amazing ideas and seeing your friends 

grow and learn with the process,” said Rodriguez. 

President Rodriguez and Vice President DaCosta lead 

their team to success to grow strong and come togeth-

er to make memories and an amazing performance. 
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